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The New York City Association of Hotel Concierges
held its first membership meeting, hosted by the
Palace Hotel. Many thanks to Vito Terzulli, general
manager, and Melody Williamson, chef concierge,
for their generous hospitality. A delicious buffet din-
ner followed the meeting in one of the Palace
Tower’s amazing tri-level suites. The views are spec-
tacular. Live piano music enhanced the beautiful set-
ting, caviar was served, and the champagne
flowed…that started the year on a high note.

Four new association members were announced:
Anya Orlanska, the New York Palace Hotel; Gabriela
Popeti, the Westin Hotel; Jonathan Powley, the
Trump International Hotel and social member; Omar
Oblei, The Pierre Hotel. Also, four new board mem-
bers were elected at the meeting: Adrianna Ipecki,
the Grand Hyatt Hotel; Don Behai, the Pierre Hotel;
Gloria Morgan, the Millennium Broadway Hotel; and
Urselia Rodriguez, the Carlyle Hotel. Julieta
Swanson from the Barclay-Intercontinental Hotel
joined the team. Congratulations and good luck to
them all.

The 2007 Les Clefs d’Or Steering Committee
brought us exciting news. The theme of the congress
in New York City this August will be “Crossroads of
the World”—truly reflecting what NYC is all about.
Member-hotel and personal donations have brought
in more than $35,000 toward our $50,000 goal. We
urge you all to continue your efforts to reach and
exceed this goal, as expenses for the congress will be
well above that amount.

NYCAHC continues its work with “Dreams Come
True.” Two 15-year-olds, Gabriella Spagnuolo, bat-
tling Hodgkin’s disease, and Kevin Ruiz, fighting a
neurological disorder, will be brought to New York
with their families and entertained in the city.
Members and hotels make these dreams possible,
so please be generous. Any donation of theater tick-
ets, limousine transfers, room nights, dining, etc.
would be greatly appreciated. Please contact a board
representative. Thank you all, and we are off to a
great start in 2007!

news from the
Front Desk
by Peter Johnson It’s that time of year again — Valentine’s Day. No other holiday strikes as much fear in the hearts of men and

sends women to the comforts of chocolate and shopping. But you can help your guests convey just the right
message to the ones they love — or just “like like” — on Feb. 14 with these dining suggestions.

The stars are in their favor since they’re already in a place with the most romantic potential in the world. (Well,
we suppose Paris is nice, but Cary Grant and Deborah Kerr didn’t meet at the top of the Eiffel Tower, did they?)

Combining innovative and traditional French cuisines, Madison Bistrot (238 Madison Ave. btw. 37th & 38th
Sts., 212-447-1919; www.madisonbistro.com) is a cozy midtown nook decorated with warm colors, candles,
and its own art gallery. Their special three-course Valentine’s prix-fixe dinner ($41) includes an entrée of lob-
ster-and-sea-scallop ravioli, stuffed trout filet with salmon roe, roasted duck breast with honey and orange
sauce, or three other choices, and a “Valentine’s Day Surprise” finale: raspberry parfait, caramelized orange
crepe, and white-chocolate mousse.

Who knew more about romance than Frank Sinatra? Old Blue
Eyes’ favorite restaurant, Patsy’s (236 W. 56th St. btw.
Broadway & Eighth Ave., 212-247-3491; www.patsys.com),
offers their spectacular seafood or remarkable signature dish-
es. They’re celebrating Valentine’s Day with a special $49
“Sweet Heart” meal, which features tre colore salad, baked
clams, and heart-shaped ravioli stuffed with three cheeses and
served with a tomato sauce. For dessert, chef Sal Scognamillo
will prepare Patsy’s famous warm chocolate cake served with
strawberries and whipped cream and served with coffee. Available from noon to midnight.

7SQUARE (224 W. 49th St., 212-333-7749; www.7squareny.com), a modern chophouse that serves creative
American cuisine, is inviting everyone—singles, couples, and those planning to “pop the question.” For singles,
their Time Lounge will be hosting all the “anti-valentines” from 6pm to midnight. For couples, there’s a roman-
tic, $50-per-person prix-fixe dinner for two. For the ready-to-propose, the all-glass, penthouse-level Glass
Pavilion—with its 360-degree views of Times Square—is offering a “Be Mine” package: reserve for either 6 or
9pm and have a very romantic, never-to-be-repeated private dinner for two ($1,000 plus tax and gratuity) that
includes a personal chef to cook a three-course dinner, your own butler, a bottle of champagne, roses for your
mate, and perhaps a guaranteed “I do.”

Take the glass elevator down to Rock Center Café (20 W. 50th St., 212-332-7620; the rink: Fifth Ave. btw.
49th & 59th Sts.; www.rapatina.com/icerrink), which will be offering a $50 3-course prix-fixe menu along with
a complimentary champagne toast of Rose champagne (the a la carte menu will also be available). There’s a
view of Rockefeller Center’s Prometheus fountain and famed skating rink. To mark the occasion, they’re offer-
ing an exclusive Skate-a-Date package: a two-course dinner for two from the Café and VIP skating—skip the
lines and get a complimentary skate rental for $70 plus tax and tip (through early April).

With great service, delicious food, and a romantic location near Central Park,
San Domenico NY (240 Central Park South btw. Broadway & Seventh Ave.,
212-265-5959; www.sandomenicony.com) has defined luxury Italian cuisine
for almost 20 years. Their Valentine’s Day dinner ($85 per person) includes
mosaico carpaccio of tuna, halibut, and salmon with dill-scented extra virgin
olive oil, potato gnocchi with red beets, and a medallion of foie gras; roasted
breast of duck with lyonnaise potatoes and pickled vegetables; and passion-
fruit and mascarpone mousse with fruit fantasy. Perfect before taking a
horse-drawn carriage ride through Central Park (212-736-0680)! 

A laid-back option nestled under the grand Riverside Drive bridge awaits up
in Harlem, where your guests can try some of NYC’s best barbecue at
Dinosaur Bar-B-Que (646 W. 131st St. at Twelfth Ave., 212-694-1777;

www.dinosaurbarbque.com). For Valentine’s Day, they’re offering a “Sweetheart’s Deal”: a rack of ribs and four
side dishes for only $25.50 per couple.

For detailed information on these packages, go to www.cityguideny.com.

Valentine’s Day
in New York City:

The Big Apple’s Most Romantic Restaurants
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Patsy’s

San Domenico NY



Art & Antiques
2/23-26: The Armory Show: The International Fair of
New Art, Piers 90 & 92, Twelfth Ave. at 50th & 52nd
Sts., 212-645-6440; www.thearmoryshow.com

Dance
2/6-11: Armitage Gone! Dance, Joyce Theater, 175
Eighth Ave., 212-242-0800; www.joyce.org

2/13-18: Dance Brazil, Joyce Theater, 175 Eighth Ave.,
212-242-0800; www.joyce.org 

2/21-3/4: Compania Metros Carmen, Joyce Theater,
175 Eighth Ave., 212-242-0800; www.joyce.org 

Events
2/10: Lunar New Year Celebration and Flower
Market, Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 1000 Washington
Ave., Brooklyn, 212-623-7200; www.bbg.org

2/12-13: Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show,
Madison Square Garden, Seventh Ave. & 33rd St.;
www.westminsterkennelclub.org

2/14-17: Chinese New Year Spectacular, Radio City
Music Hall, Sixth Ave. at 50th St.; shows.ntdtv.com

2/18: Chinese Lunar New Year Firecracker
Ceremony & Cultural Festival, Chinatown, Chatham
Square (Intersection of Bowery, Mott St. & East
Broadway); www.explorechinatown.org 

2/24-4/8: The Orchid Show, New York Botanical
Garden, Bronx River Parkway at Fordham Road, 718-
817-8700; www.nybg.org

Exhibit Openings
2/1-5/28: Robert Moses and the Modern City,
Museum of the City of New York, Fifth Ave. & 103rd St.,
212-534-1672; www.mcny.org

2/2-3/26: Pema Rinzin, Rubin Museum of Art, 150 W.
17th St. btw. Sixth & Seventh Aves., 212-620-5000;
www.rmanyc.org

2/8-TBD: Kink: Geography of the Erotic Imagination,
Museum of Sex, 27th St. & Fifth Ave., 212-689-6337;
www.museumofsex.com

2/8-TBD: Action: Sex and the Moving Image,
Museum of Sex, 27th St. & Fifth Ave., 212-689-6337;
www.museumofsex.com

2/9-4/16: Family Pictures, Solomon R. Guggenheim
Museum, 1071 Fifth Ave. at 89th St., 212-423-3500;
www.guggenheim.org

2/10-4/22: Portrait of Jamaica Bay, Museum of the
City of New York, Fifth Ave. & 103rd St., 212-534-1672;
www.mcny.org

2/10-8/26: Journeys: Mapping the Earth and Mind
in Chinese Art, Metropolitan Museum of Art, Fifth Ave.
& 82nd St., 212-535-7710; www.metmuseum.org

2/11-4/6: Armando Reverón, Museum of Modern Art,
11 W. 53rd St., 212-708-9400; www.moma.org

2/14-5/8: Five Centuries of Swedish Silver from the
Collection of the Röhsska Museum, Scandinavia
House: The Nordic Center in America, 58 Park Ave. btw.
37th & 38th Sts., 212-779-3587; www.scandinavia-
house.org

2/14-5/27: George Stubbs (1724-1806): A
Celebration, The Frick Collection, 1 E. 70th St. btw.
Madison & Fifth Aves., 212-288-0700; www.frick.org

2/15-4/22: High Times, Hard Times: New York
Painting 1967-1975 and Life Still: The Figure in

February Events

Continued on Page 3

To top off their Valentine’s Day celebrations, your guests should head to Top of the Rock,
the observation deck at 30 Rockefeller Center (W. 50th St. btw. Fifth & Sixth Aves., 877-
692-7625; www.topoftherocknyc.com), which will be serving a complimentary champagne
toast to each adult visiting the deck between 9pm and midnight. There will also be live
chamber music and, to accommodate those enjoying a late dinner, the deck will remain
open until 2am. Tickets may be reserved in advance; call or visit their website.

Top of the Rock will display ten dresses from The Heart
Truth’s Red Dress Collection from Feb. 3-15, sponsored in
part by Swarovski, to raise awareness about heart dis-
ease—the number one killer of women. Dresses on display
include those designed by Carmen Marc Valvo, Daniel Swarovski, Oscar de la Renta, and
Betsey Johnson, among others. The Red Dress is the national symbol for women and heart
disease. Swarovski has created the 2007 Go Red for Women Collection to help raise
$125,000 in funds for outreach to women. Since 2003, Swarovski has donated more than
$1 million to the issue of women and heart-disease awareness.

Top of the Rock also participates in three great discounted packages. The new Rock Pass™

combines the NBC Studio Tour, Radio City Stage Door Tour, and Top of the Rock for $45, a
17 percent savings off the combined general-admission prices of the three venues. Their most popular pass is the Rock
MoMA combination ticket, combining admission to Top of the Rock and the Museum of Modern Art for $30, which is a 20
percent savings on general admission to both venues. Also, the Art and Architecture Tour of Rockefeller Center, a $20 tick-
et, now includes Top of the Rock. Passes are available for purchase at all participating attractions.

Top of the Rock

In the tradition of Harry Houdini, Sam Eaton demonstrates a remarkable
evening of old-world parlor mentalism brought into the 21st century in
The Quantum Eye (Jewel Box Theatre, 130 W. 29th St., 212-868-4444),
opening Feb. 9. Eaton performs a succession of impossibilities: predicting
behavior, reading minds, and revealing the unknowable. Shows are
Fridays at 7 & 9 pm. The Quantum Eye is scheduled to run through the
summer.

Mentalist Sam Eaton Opens The Quantum Eye

Harlem has been called the “Capital of Black America,” and there’s no better time to
showcase the best of what it has to offer than during Black History Month.

People are drawn to Harlem’s unique “flavor,” rhythm, beauty, and its rich and colorful
history. With a wealth of historic sites, cultural attractions, unique retailers, and diverse
restaurants, Harlem is one of the top destinations in the city. Although it’s best known
for the Apollo Theatre, Sylvia’s, the Cotton Club, and the Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture, just to name a few, there are other wonderful places to visit
and things to do—and there’s something for everyone.

During Black History Month and through March, the Classical Theatre of Harlem (645
St. Nicholas Ave. north of 141st St., 212-926-4100), located at the Harlem School of
the Arts Theatre, is offering Marat/Sade, in which mental hospital inmates act in a play
within the play.

Through Feb. 27, the National Black Theatre (2031-33 Fifth Ave. btw. 125th & 126th Sts., 212-722-3800) is presenting
An Evening Of Comedy With Jackie Moms Mabley and Her Ladies. The one-woman show, featuring Bill Cosby’s TV mother,
Clarice Taylor, blends the legendary Moms Mabley’s delicious humor with a tasty stroll through African American history.

Through Mar. 18, the Studio Museum in Harlem (144 W. 125th St., 212-864-4500) is offering the first-ever exhibition of
comic art from Africa, including 32 artists or two-artist teams from all over Africa.

Betty Park has been welcoming visitors to her newest establishment, Pier 2110 (2110 Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. Blvd. btw.
125th & 126th Sts., 212-280-7437) seafood restaurant and bar and grill, giving Harlem a much-needed venue in which to
enjoy the culinary treasures of the ocean.

Your guests might want to work off some of that food by going down an alley—Harlem Lanes (2110-2118 Adam Clayton
Powell, Jr. Blvd. at 126th St., 212-678-BOWL), which is becoming well known for great food and fun at affordable prices.

There’s usually live jazz jumping at the historic Lenox Lounge (288 Lenox Ave. btw. 124th & 125th Sts., 212-427-0253),
so have your guests stop on in and get warmed by hot tunes.

Harlem’s only jazz day club, Big Apple Jazz (2236 Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., Blvd. btw. 131st & 132nd Sts., 212-283-
5299; www.bigapplejazz.com), invites you to enjoy live jazz performances featuring some of New York's finest musicians,
plus a shop offering jazz recordings, books, fine art, t-shirts and gifts.

Mental exercise can be found at the Hue-Man Bookstore & Café (2319 Frederick Douglass Blvd. btw. 124th & 125th Sts.,
212-665-7400). They have a delightful “children’s corner,” literary works for adults, and special events such as a readings
and book signings.

Celebrate Black History Month in Harlem



Broadway Preview 2007
For a description of these shows and their playing schedules, consult the current
edition of City Guide or log onto www.cityguideny.com. All info subject to change.

American Art, National Academy of Design Museum
and School of Fine Arts, 1083 Fifth Ave. at 89th St.,
212-369-4880; www.nationalacademy.org

2/21-4/28: Illustrating the Good Life: The Pissarros’
Eragny Press, 1894-1914, The Grolier Club, 47 E.
60th St., 212-838-6690; www.grolierclub.org

2/22-6/7: Gordon Matta Clark, Whitney Museum of
American Art, 945 Madison Ave. at 75th St., 800-
WHITNEY; www.whitney.org

2/23-4/29: Closed Circuit: Video and New Media at
the Metropolitan, Metropolitan Museum of Art, Fifth
Ave. & 82nd St., 212-535-7710;
www.metmuseum.org

2/23-6/6: Hugo Boss Prize 2006, Solomon R.
Guggenheim Museum, 1071 Fifth Ave. at 89th St.,
212-423-3500; www.guggenheim.org

2/24-3/21: Levity: Selections Spring 2007, The
Drawing Center, 35 Wooster St., 212-219-2166;
www.drawingcenter.org

2/24-4/7: Yona Friedman: About Cities, The Drawing
Center, 35 Wooster St., 212-219-2166; www.drawing
center.org 

2/25-5/14: Jeff Wall, Museum of Modern Art, 11 W.
53rd St., 212-708-9400; www.moma.org

Family Fun
Through 3/30: The Gazillion Bubble Show, New
World Stages, 340 W. 50th St., 212-239-6200;
www.gazillionbubbleshow.com

2/8-19: Sesame Street Live: Elmo’s Coloring Book,
Madison Square Garden, Seventh Ave. & 33rd St.,
212-307-7171; www.thegarden.com

2/17: Washington’s Birthday Ball Celebration,
Mount Vernon Hotel Museum & Garden, 421 E. 61st
St. (York-1 Aves.), 212-838-6878; www.mvhm.org

Music
2/3: Pathmark Gospel Choir Competition, World
Financial Center’s Winter Garden, West St. btw. Vesey
& Liberty Sts., 866-893-1812 

2/3: Music Memorabilia Show, Tip Top Shoe
Building, 155 W. 72nd St., 212-579-0689

2/7-8: Oratorio Terezin, Carnegie Hall, 881 Seventh
Ave. (57 St.), 212-247-7800; www.carnegiehall.org 

Parades
2/25: Lunar New Year Parade, Major streets of
Chinatown (Mott, Canal, Bowery, East Broadway,
Chatham Square, Forsyth, Eldridge, Grand, and
Chrystie St.); www.explorechinatown.org

Sports
2/24-3/2: Squash Tournament of Champions, Grand
Central Terminal, 42nd St & Park Ave., 212-340-2210;
www.tocsquash.com

February Events
Continued from Page 2

Here’s a look at the musicals and plays scheduled to go “on the boards” during 2007, including Legally Blonde, a new musical
from the creative team behind Les Miserables and Miss Saigon, and stars such as Vanessa Redgrave, Michael Cerveris,
Donna Murphy, Liev Schreiber, and David Hyde Pierce.

• Curtains – Previews begin 2/27 for a 3/22 opening of this musical comedy, starring David Hyde Pierce (Spamalot,
“Frasier”), at the Al Hirschfeld Theatre (212-239-6200).

• Deuce – Previews begin 4/16 for a 5/6 opening at the Music Box Theatre (212-239-6200). Angela Lansbury and Marian 
Seldes star in the world premiere of a Terrence McNally play about two retired tennis players. (Through 8/19)

• Frost/Nixon – Previews begin 3/31 for a 4/22 opening at the Bernard B. Jacobs Theatre. The critically acclaimed play is 
based on David Frost’s interviews with Richard Nixon. (Limited run)

• Inherit the Wind – Previews begin 3/19 for a 4/12 opening at the Lyceum Theatre (212-239-6200). Tony Award-winners 
Christopher Plummer and Brian Dennehy star in the legendary 1955 drama.

• Journey’s End – Previews begin 2/8 for a 2/22 opening at the Belasco Theatre (212-239-6200). Hugh Dancy, Boyd Gaines,
and Jefferson Mays star with Stark Sands in this acclaimed drama based on playwright R.C. Sherriff’s experiences in WWI.

• Legally Blonde – Previews begin 4/3 for a 4/29 opening at the Palace Theatre (212-730-8200). A musical based on the 
novel by Amanda Brown and the film of the same name.

• The Little Mermaid – Previews begin 11/3 for a 12/6 opening at the Lunt-Fontanne Theatre (212-575-9200). Disney’s 
latest adaptation to head to Broadway, with songs by Alan Menken, Glenn Slater, and the late Howard Ashman.

• LoveMusik – Previews begin 4/12 for a 5/3 opening at the Biltmore Theatre (212-239-6200). The world premiere of a new 
musical by Alfred Uhry and Kurt Weill (The Threepenny Opera) that tells the story of Weill and Lotte Lenya, spanning 25 
years in the life of the complicated couple.

• A Moon for the Misbegotten – Previews begin 3/29 for a 4/8 opening at the Brooks Atkinson Theatre (212-719-4099).
This play, set in 1923 Connecticut, follows a tormented alcoholic who finds solace one moonlit night in the healing 
arms of a shy, virginal girl. Starring Kevin Spacey, Eve Best, and Colm Meaney.

• 110 in the Shade – Previews begin 4/13 for a 5/9 opening at the Studio 54 (212-239-6200). A revival of the 1963 musical 
based on N. Richard Nash’s play The Rainmaker. Starring multiple Tony winner Audra MacDonald. (Through 7/15)

• The Pirate Queen – Previews begin 3/6 for a 4/5 opening at the Hilton Theatre (212-307-4100). A new musical by Alain 
Boubil and Claude-Michel Schönberg (Les Misérables, Miss Saigon) telling the real-life story of Grace O’Malley, who 
led an extraordinary life as a pirate chieftain, lover, and mother in 16th-century Ireland.

• Prelude to a Kiss – Previews begin 2/16 for a 3/8 opening at the American Airlines Theatre (212-719-1300). John 
Mahoney, Annie Parisse, and Alan Tudyk star in a new Broadway production of the show written by Craig Lucas and 
directed by Daniel Sullivan. (Through 4/22)

• Talk Radio – Previews begin 2/15 for a 3/11 opening at the Longacre Theatre (212-239-6200). The first Broadway staging 
of Eric Bogosian’s play about a late-night talk-radio host, starring Liev Schreiber.

• The Year of Magical Thinking – Previews begin 3/6 for a 3/29 opening at the Booth Theatre (212-239-6200). Vanessa 
Redgrave stars in this one-woman show, based on Joan Didion’s memoir of the same name.

Opening dates to be determined: Carmen: The Musical (2007); Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (2007-2008); Grease (Summer 2007);
Young Frankenstein (Fall 2007); Leap of Faith (2007-2008); Legends!; Princesses; and Shrek: The Musical.

Grease

Authentic Puerto Rican Fine Dining at Sofrito
When you walk into the lusciously designed bar/lounge at Sofrito (400 E. 57th St.
btw. First Ave. and Sutton Pl., 212-754-5999; sofritoonline.com), you begin an
unforgettable dining experience. The bar area is a vision, with modular oval shelv-
ing that changes colors throughout the evening. Tree-bark sculptures line the walls,
over 4 tons of cedar and beech wood—spectacular! Renowned artist James de La
Vega has adorned the columns with his work and quotations. The dining room itself
is airy, elegant, and packed with happy customers. Then the food starts flowing.

“Sofrito” is an aromatic mix of freshly blended herbs and spices, used as a base
flavoring and seasoning in Puerto Rican cuisine. Whet your palate with such appe-

tizers as Carne Frita (crispy fried marinated pork), Mejilloneses Calso de Cilantro y Choriz (mussels in cilantro and chorizo
broth), Chicharron de Camarones (crispy fried shrimp), and many choices of fresh salads, soups and Asopados (Puerto
Rican-style gumbo). Entrées (“Classiccos De Puerto Rico”) include favorites such as Arroz con Pollo (chicken with rice),
Mofongo al Pilon de Bistee (mashed green plantain with beef, shrimp, or chicken), and Pernil con Arroz y Gandules (roast
pork with pigeon peas and rice). Seafood entrées include pan-roasted salmon, filet of grouper, and garlic, grilled, or fried
shrimp. For meat and chicken: one of the best skirt steaks in town, pork chops, filet of beef, and chicken breast. Traditional
Puerto Rican desserts are a delicious way to top off the feast.

Hotel guests so often ask for fine dining and entertainment; Sofrito is the answer. Live music is presented Thursdays through
Sundays. Check with the restaurant for hours and performers. Guests can enjoy the fabulous seven-piece Sofrito Band on
Fridays and Saturdays. On Sundays, the talented Carmen Corarraco dazzles with her song stylings in 11 different languages.

From the New York Post: Tego Calderon, the undisputed contemporary-music heavyweight of La Isla, “flies in from the island
to Jimmy Rodriguez’s new joint in the heart of the Big Apple. The food at this spot is better than in Puerto Rico.” After dining
at Sofrito, I am in full agreement with Mr. Calderon. You can be sure that when you recommend this restaurant to hotel
guests, they will be quite delighted!                                                                                                      — Peter Johnson 






